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More than half of US poor are now  
“immigrant/ethnics”

poor       percent of group
persons         in

(mil.)       poverty

whites, non-Hispanic 15.9 8.2 %
blacks 9.1 24.3
Hispanics 9.0 22.5
Other 1.9 11.8
(2003 data, US Census)



Immigrant/Ethnic 
neighborhoods are nothing new

________
In New York:

• Irish Chelsea
• Jews Lower East Side, the Bronx
• Italians Little Italy
• Blacks Harlem
• Hispanics Spanish Harlem, the Bronx



Distribution of Population by 
Poverty Level of Census Tract, 1999

6.533.824.235.5Hispanic

9.236.722.331.7Black

1.08.517.772.8White,
non-hisp

<40%20—40%12—20%0--12%



Causes of concentration of 
ethnics/immigrants

• desire to be with own people
• discrimination by landlords
• poverty



Organized Criminal Activity

• Irish gangsters
(Bugs Moran, Whitey Bulger)

• Jews The Mob
(Bugsy Siegal)

• Italians The Mafia
(Albert Anastasia, the Gotti family)

• Blacks narcotics dealers
• Hispanics Mara Salvatrucha



Problems of poor neighborhoods

• bad schools
• lack of job information
• bad public services – police, garbage, 

social services
• dilapidated housing
• “culture of poverty”
• teen pregnancy, lone motherhood
• crime



Modes of Escape (for individuals)

• entrepreneurship
• entering professions
• escaping  employment discrimination 

(becoming “white”)
• entering politics
• government employment – police, 

firefighting, garbage collection



Possible policies 
• Dispersal of the poor through housing vouchers
• More spending on schools
• Better public services
• More (or alternatively less) generous stipends for lone 

mothers
• Legalization (or alternatively deporting) of illegal 

immigrants
• Prosecuting employers who hire illegal aliens
• “Family values”
• Improving employment opportunities
• Attacking discrimination in employment
• Emulating the Scandinavian welfare state 
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